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What does ISCO do?

For hundreds of Indonesia's poorest children, ISCO is the 
reason that they can go to school, have an equal chance 
in life and dare to have dreams for their future.

The Indonesian Sunshine Children Organization (ISCO) is 
an independent, non-government organization 
established in 1999 in response to the devastating social 
impact resulting from the economic and monetary crisis 
that occurred in Indonesia in the late 1990’s. 

Through a network of field teams located in some of the 
worst affected neighbourhoods of Indonesia’s cities, the 
organization strives to help marginal communities, those 
who live in poverty, and those who are most deeply 
suffering due to the ongoing crisis. ISCO’s particular 
focus is the children of these families, who face serious 
obstacles in their struggle to achieve the productive 
futures that are accepted as normal by most middle class 
families. ISCO believes that all children deserve the 
chance to achieve their full potential as productive, 
responsible and caring citizens and leaders of Indonesia.

Vision

To give an equal chance for education, 
development, dignity and hope for the future to 
every child 

ISCO began helping children in the areas of Kampung
Jembatan (Cipinang Besar Selatan/East Jakarta) and 
Manggarai (South Jakarta), where children were forced to 
work on the streets, and often dropped out of school 
because their parents could not afford the fees and other 
expenses. 

ISCO works together with local school authorities and 
formal and informal community leaders to identify the 
most needy families, to arrange for the children to attend 
public school, to support them and their families in many 
practical ways and to make sure that these children will 
not  become s t reet -chi ldren or chi ld labourers. 

Beginning in 1999 by sponsoring 50 children in two areas 
of Jakarta, today ISCO operates in 9 areas - 5 in Greater 
Jakarta, 2 in Surabaya and 2 in Medan. Almost 1,000 
children are currently sponsored, most of whom are 
between the ages of 5 and 10 years. ISCO monitors each 
child’s educational development progress individually and 
maintains a close relationship with each family. 

Mission

• To prevent Indonesia’s marginalised children from 
becoming street-children or child labourers.
• To provide support and access for these children 
to obtain a better education and the benefits that 
education brings to them and their families.



Programs

ISCO focuses its support on four main areas which it sees 
as crucial to providing the best help to the sponsored 
children:

CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT

This program is ISCO’s main program for giving full 
educational support to marginalised children. Beginning 
from a very young age (pre-school where possible) 
through to secondary level, ISCO makes sure that these 
children can and do go to school each day, and supports 
them with school fees, uniforms and textbooks. ISCO 
maintains good relationships with teachers and school 
authorities, as well as with parents and monitors the 
intellectual ability and development of each child in order 
to be able to see each child have the chance to grow up 
to become a responsible and productive citizen.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY CENTERS

ISCO realizes that in order to achieve its goals, providing 
formal schooling alone for these marginalised children is 
not adequate.  Reinforcement in the areas of personal 
development, living values, creativity and leadership is 
required. For this reason, ISCO sets up Children’s Activity 
Centers in each neighbourhood where it operates. 
Children are able to visit these Activity Centers after 
school to do some interesting and beneficial activities, 
instead of going to the streets or being forced to work by 
their parents. ISCO provides tutors, educational materials, 
arts and crafts activities, as well as remedial classes for 
children who have difficulties in certain school subjects.

CHILDREN’S HEALTH, NUTRITION AND PROTECTION

After two years of operation, ISCO decided to add this 
important program to its main education program, 
because more and more children were found to be under-
nourished and vulnerable to illness, which consequently 
affected their school performance. ISCO provides food 
supplements and vitamins for the children, examines their 
physical condition on a regular basis, and introduces the 
parents to healthy living and a clean environment. The 
Children’s Protection Program is an important extension 
to this service and ISCO will introduce this program in 
2003, as indications of child abuse or domestic violence 
have become more apparent.

CHILD MONITORING, RECORDS AND 
DOCUMENTATION  

ISCO monitors each child’s educational development 
progress very closely. To facilitate this, ISCO ensures that 
all records, school reports, tutors’ notes, rewards and 
health records are filed carefully. ISCO also maintains 
photographs and important documents in relation to the 
child’s chance for better future. ISCO believes that each 
child has the right to know his or her identity, historical 
background, and memory of his or her childhood.



How is each $ donated spent ?*

2%
11%

13%

26%
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Office expenses Staff salar ies Activities
Books Uniform Tuition 

Support for ISCO Foundation:

Danamon Bank – Jakarta, Indonesia

Branch: 867 BDI JKT BIDAKARA

Account : 0031707771, Yayasan ISCO

SWIFT CODE:  BDINIDJA



Further information is available from:
Indonesian Sunshine Children Organization (ISCO) 

Jalan Anggrek Nelly Murni VIII A, No.43 
Slipi, Jakarta 11410, Indonesia

Tel / Fax : 62-21-5493238
Email: isco@iscofoundation.org

Web: www.iscofoundation.org

Organisation

ISCO is currently managed by a Program Manager 
located centrally in Jakarta, who is supported by Program 
Officers based in the various cities where ISCO operates 
who are responsible for the development and supervision 
of ISCO’s programs locally, including the funding and 
financial control of each program.

For the implementation and quality of the programs, ISCO 
has five Project Officers:
3 in Greater Jakarta, 1 in Surabaya and 1 in Medan. 
These Project Officers are assisted by Field Assistants 
who are local residents from the respective areas.

Areas Supported

Greater Jakarta: Surabaya Area :
Cipinang Besar Selatan Kapasari, 
Genteng Pabean
Manggarai Gading
Kampung Gege, Kebon Jeruk
Kampung Lio, Depok
Tanah Merah, Semper Medan Area : 
Kosambi Polonia

Belawan
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